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« These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they) received the W 
with all readiness of mind, and sanchee the ode 
Prove all thines; hold fast that which is good.”—Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 


Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
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THE YEARLY MEETINGS. 


Four Meetings have been held within 
the-last two months, in Philadelphia and 
New York. (1) The Yearly Meeting for 
Pennsylvania, N. Jersey, Sc. held the 
second second day in the fourth month ; 
to\which is united five sixths or more 
of the body heretofore constituting that 
Meeting. (2) A Meeting held in Arch 
Street the succeeding week, compos- 
etl of persons who had been members 
of thie former Meeting. Not more than 
one sixth of the body heretofore forining 
the Yearly Meeting of Pennsylvania, 
is attached to this Meeting. It has as- 
sumed, in its official acts, the title of a 
Yearly. Meeting of Friends, but is gener- 
ally known by the name of the orthodox 
meeting. (3) The New. York Yearly 
Meeting which was held, as usual, the lat- 
ter end of the fitth month. (4) A meet- 
ing heldat the same time, composed of 
‘persons who separated from the afore- 
mentioned Meeting on the first day of its 
sitting, and comprising about one fifth of 
the members then assembled ; but it is 
believed not more than one eig/th of the 
body Heretofore composing New York 
Yearly Meeting, will be attached to this 
meeting. Itis-said to have assumed the 
title of the New York Yearly Meeting; 
ut it is generally Known by the name ot 

the orthodox Meeting. 

Of the first Meeting mentioned, some 
notice was taken ina former number of 
this work. , All its acts and proceedings 
were characterized by atolerant and for- 
bearing stamp; and present a striking 
contrast when compared with those of 
theorthodox gathering in Arch Street, the 

This meeting came to a resolution in 
the early part of the week, to exclude all 


who had attended the Green Street, or 
other disorderly meetings, (as'the ortho- 
dox are pleased to call them) and large 
committees were appointed to stand at 


the gates, to carry into eflect this intole- 


rant ex fiost facto measure. And al- 
though it was the sense of the body of 
Friends that the members of our Yearly 
Meeting should not attend the orthodox 
Meeting: vet several persons (mostly 
youth) escaping the vigilance of the com- 
mittees, got into the house. This was 
sufficient to disturb this excitable com- 
pany, and several persons were either 
driven or carried out in the course of the 
week, Among the number of these. was 


| a female minister, a stranger, and a mem- 


ber in unity with New York Yearly Meet- 
ing. 

If we may judge from the pamphlet 
issued by this company called a “ Decla- 
ration” &c. a large portion of their time 
and labour has been spent in framing ac- 


cusations against Friends, and in order — 


the more effectually to accomplish their 
object, that of destroying, it would appear 
moral and religions character, several of 
these are referred to dy name; and 
through them the body of the Yearly 
Meeting of Pennsylvania, consisting of 
five sixths or more of the whole number 
of original members, are implicated : it is 
styled a “ disaffected party”—* some un- 
der our name” &c. whilst ‘hemselves, 
consisting of one sixth, at most, assume 

the titleof “Our RELIGIOUS sociETY”! 

The charges set forth in this “ Declara- 

tion,” are grossly defamatory and spu- 


rious, and as the work cones out in the — 


name of “A Yearly Meeting of Friends,” 


those into whose hands it may fall, . 


and who may not be personally ac- ’ 
quainted with the men whose reputations. 
itaims to destroy, are requested te sus- 


; 
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pend their yndgments until the defor mity 
of this unprofitable work of darkness is 
made manifest by the light-of truth. 

We passfrom this painful subject to 
notice the meetings in New York, by in- 
serting the following extract of a letter 
from a friend in that city, to a correspon- 
dent in this place. 


“Our Y. Meeting assembled the 26th, 
ult. It was very large, and attended by 
many stranrers. The clerk, Samuel 
Parsons, and the assistant clerk, Richard 
Mott, tock their seats at the table, omit - 
ting to bring, a8 customary, either the 
books or papers of the Meeting with 
them. ‘he clerk proceeded to open the 
meeting, and called, from a slip of paper, 
the representatives, eighty three of whom 
were present and answered ; immediate- 
Wy after this a friend from England pro- 
tested or objected to the clerk’s proceed- 
ing with the business of the meeting, al- 
leging persons were present not members 
of society, and though a stranger himself, 
he urged the propriety of his being con- 
sidered as a member. Upon this the 
meeting was kept from attending to its 
business, and a desultory discussion on 
that subject was protracted for near two 
hours; the meeting however was decid- 
edly in favour of proceeding with the bus- 
iness, and so directed the clerk, but he 


obstinately refusing, the representatives | 


inthe meeting proposed another clerk, 
which the meeting fully united with, and 
he was called tothe table. At this time 
an unhappy scene was witnessed; the 
oid clerk evidently had his course mark- 
ed out before meeting, and he appeared 
determined to adjourn the meeting, and 
after a long spell of provocation he at- 
tempted, contrary to the sense of the 


meeting, to read an adjournment, as was 


supposed, which the meeting would not 
hear, and the young people made a great 
noise, and much tumult soon followed. 
When the new clerk took his seat, the 
old one and all his party went into the 
vard, asthey say, by adjournment, and 
fron. thence they went to Rutger’s 
Medical Coliege. wasin the yard at 
the time, and counted them as they went 
oat, and including about sixty or a hun- 
dred strangers their number was 250. 
They were counted at the college the 


same morning, and their number was 25. 
After. the orthodox left us, we had duplix 
cate reports from nine Quarters imme- 
diately handed to the clerk, and the rep- 
resentatives from the three others at the 
next sitting, prepared their reports, anu 
the meeting acted upon them. It was 
requested at the close of this sitting, that 
all strangers should leave the meeting, 
and members of our Yearly Meeting 
should keep their seats a few moments, 
which was done, and the number I count- 
ed was more than 700. Previous to this, 
however, about 200 friends, members of 
our Y. Meeting, had gone away, as the 
sitting was long and tedious, which, ad- 
ded to the above would make more than 
900 Friends, members of our Y. Meeting, 
opposed by about 180 who style them- 
selves the N. York Y. Meeting, and have 
S. Parsons as their clerk and R. Mott as 
assistant. 

The women separated in the afternoon 
sitting; the orthodox agreeing tomeetthe | 
next morning in the yard of Rose Street 
Meeting House : they did so and from 
thence went to an African church. As 
they left the yard I counted them, and 
their number including a large company 
of strangers, was 241. I counted women 
friends as they adjourned at their morn- 
ing sitting, after the orthodox had sepa- 
rated, and their number was 861. 

“The number of representatives whe 
signed the report proposing the new 
clerks, I am informed was 59, and several 
united with it, who did not sign it: so that 
the orthodox could not have had over 
twenty representatives who united with 
them, and those mostly were appointed 
in a spirit of RENE and out door inan- 
agement. 

“In the select Yearly Meeting of Minis- 
tersand Elders, a separation took place 
and the orthodox withdrew on fourth day, 
at their second meeting.” 


The following Epistle 
the foregoing statement. 


Ata Yearly Meeting heldin the city of 
N. York, by adjournments trom the 
26th to the Sist of the 5th month, in- 
clusive, 1828, composed of Friends of 
N. York, Vermont, Connecticut, and 
the province of Canada. 

Beioved Friends,—Under the peculiar 
and trying circumstances which have 
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transpired in our Y. Meeting at its pre- 
sent gathering, our minds have. been 
deeply affected with concern for the wel- 
fare of the body; and more especially for 
those of our dear friends. who were ab- 
sent: and we are desirous you should be 
made acquainted therewith. 

This, our annual Assembly, was large. 
In addition to a pretty general attendance 
of our own members, we had the com- 

vany of many Friends from other Yearly 
eetings ; and this circumstance, the 
presence of our Friends from a neigh- 
bouring Y. Meeting, was made the occa- 
sion of an excitement peculiarly painful 
to many minds, and a pretext for a sepa- 
ration of a number of our members from 
the body. The circumstances of this af- 
fecting event, we believe it right now, 
briefly to detail to you. 

The friend who acted as clerk the last 
year, contrary to our usual custom, did 
not bring with him the book of minutes, 
and the papers belonging to the Y, Meet- 
ing. Having, under these circumstances, 
taken his seat at the table, after some 

revious communications from. brethren 
in attendance, he read an opening minute, 
and called over the names of the repre- 
sentatives from @ strip of paper; (83 of 
whom answered to their names, of whose 
number about 20 haye absented them- 
selves from our'sittings.) An aged friend 
from a distant land, then rose and alleged 
that there were persons present who had 
been regularly disowned, and he protest- 
ed against the meeting’s proceeding ‘to 
business until those persons had with- 
drawn. He was followed by a few of our 
own members, who also asserted that 
there were those among us who liad no 
right to sit'in the meeting. These accu- 
sations the meeting could not sanction, 
being fully persuaded.of the right of ev- 
ery friend in attendance to a seat in this 


‘The clerk was repeatedly requested to 
roceed in regular order with the busi- 
ness of the Meeting; andit was not till 
after much time had been. allowed him, 


and he manifested a fixed. determination. 


not to shiv in conformity with the 
mind of the meeting, that another friend 
was appointed Clerk, and called to offi- 
ciate. On his coming to the table, the 
former Clerk, together with about 245 
individuals, being a sma}! minority, which 
included many persons aot members of 
this Y. Meeting, withdrew from us, and 
have since, we understand, set up a sep- 
arate meeting, under the character of a 
Y. Meeting, retaining in their possession 
our books and papers. At the second sit- 
ting of the women’s meeting, a number 


in like manner, as we are informed, under- 
taken contrary to good order’ to set up 
what they call a Yearly Meeting. 

Such, dear friends, being the state of 
our affairs, we may anticipate difficulty in 
our subordinate and lesser meetings, trom 
those who have separated themselves. 
Of the trials which will be attendant cn 


our Quarterly, Monthly, and Preparative 
Meetings, we wish affectionately to ap- 


| you humbly to seek for counsel aud di- 
rection at the divine fountam of all true 
wisdom. We desire that on all occasions 
we may be actuated by a spirit of tender- 


give evidence that we are governed by 


ing for railing, but contrary wise biessing ; 
under the influence of these blessed prin- 
ciples, we shall also be preserved from 2 
spirit of accusation and denunciation to- 
wards any who may difler in op'nion on 
points not involving the practice of chris~ 
tian virtues. We shall hence be wiling 
to concede to others. those inestimable 
privileges which we claim for ourselves, 


vine rule: “As ye would that men 
should do unto you, doye even sototiiem.” 
And thus while we tempegately, but firm- 
ly maintain our own rights, we shall not 


humbly relying on the guidance and di~ 


know it to’be the bond of peace in all our 
assemblies. 
Since the separation has taken place, 
our meeting has continued large, and we 
have been able to rejoice in the evidence 


also withdrew from that body, and have, 


of the church have been 
transacted, and friends have been edifie 
together. 


With the salutation of love unfeigned, 


we are your friends. peers 
Signed in behalf, and by direction of the 


meeting. 
SAMUFL MOTT, 
MARY Clke. 


« Whatever pretexts men assume for 
an unkind and injurious treatment to 


others, on account of religious opinions, 
they are certainly wrong in themselves ; 
Christianity admits of no such thing—its 
spirit is not compulsive and intolerant 


but persuasive and forbearing.” 
Dillwyn. 
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the present state of things among us, in 


prise you. And dear friends, we entreat | 


ness and love towards those who have. 
gone from us, and that our conduct may . 


those truly christian principles under the © 
influence of which we cannot render rail- 


and shall not be found violating the di- . 


encroach upon the rightsof others. But 


rection of the spirit of “Christ, we shalt 


ot this. blessed unity, in which the affairs 
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BATES’ DOOTHINES. 


The Meeting for Sufferings. 


Our readers will recollect that this 
ody, some time back, rejected the rep- 
resentatives regularly chosen by the 
Southern Quartesty Meéting, from their 
seats. The following extract, copied 
from the minutes of the Yearly Meeting 
held in Philadelphia by adjournments, | 
from the 26th. of the ninth month 14761, + 
to the $0th. of the same inclusive, is a | 


satisfactory refutation of the doctrine | 


pleaded by that meeting, in justification 

af their arbitrary proceedings, and often | 
and roundly asserted by orthodox friends, | 
that “ Quarterly meetings have no right | 
to change their representatives ; that the | 


Meeting for Sufferings is a permanent: 


body ; that theré-are but three modes by | 


which its méembers:can be released ; that 
is, by death, resignation, or exclusion for 
neglect of service.” 
Such declarations were madé, not very 
long ago, by a conspicuous orthodox mem- 
ber from Philadelphia, in the southern 
Quarterly Meeting, before a multitude of 
the members of that body, convened ona 
most solemn occasion, 
The extract alluded to; isin the hand- 
writing of James Pemberton, who was 
clerk of the Meeting that year, and was 
examined by George Churchman, as ap- 
pears by his signature at the bottom of 
the extract. It was found by a member 
of the Southern Quarterly Meeting, 
among a large quantity of papers which 
happened to fall into his hands, some of 


which belenged to Dack Creek Monthly 
Meeting. 


The following is a copy of the extracts 
alluded to: 


“Extracts from the minutes of the } 


Yeariy Meeting for Pennsylvania and N. 
Jersey, held at Philadeiphia by adjourn- 
ments, from the 26th. day of the ninth 


month 1761 tothe 30th. of the same, in- 
clusive.” 


“ Began business on the 28th. at the 
Meeting House in Pine Street, at 3 
o’clock afternoon, after a seasonable time 
of silence and supplication. On the 29th. 
the minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings 
for the year past being laid before this 
meeting, were, by direction read over, and 
friends expressed their satisfaction with 
the proceedings thereof, and agreed to 


continue the said meeting, in the same 


manner it is now constituted, reserving *> 
each Quarterly meeting their privicee of 
changing their refiresertuiives when they 
think proper.” 
“Extracted and compared with the 
original minutes, by 
JAMES PEMBERTON, 
Clerk of the mecting this year.” 
“Copy examined by - 
George Churchman.” 


Bates’ doctrines « defended.” 


In my last number I set forth the moh= 
strous absurdities of the doctrines espous- 
ed by the self-styled, modern orthodox: 
Yet these individuals not only claim to be 
of the Society of Friends, but arrogate to 
themselves this title, to the exclusion of 


| the main body, and are now actually en- 


gaged in the work of excommunicating 


|| the Society! To what extravagancies 


does an implicit faith, urged on by a false 
zeal, propel its votaries ! 

The chief reply they make to our expo~ 
sition of their system, is “ MYSTERY.” 
The last covert of priestcraft, and refuge 


} of orthodoxy in all ages! The inconsis- 


tency of their conduct, is happily illus- 
trated in the following remarks of a mod- 
ern writer. 


a considerate mind, that, in this third 
century of the glorious reformation from. 
Papal errors and absurdities, Protestants 
still take the ground on which their ene- 
mies stand inthe defence of their mon-- 
strous opinions. As melancholy as it may 
be, it is however a fact. In opposing the 
Papists, upon the doctrine of transubstan— 
tiation, the advocates of the Trinity rea- 


us, they immediately change sides, and 
adopt the very arguments and outcry of 
the Papists, respecting the opposers of 
the doctrine of transubstantiation. 
attention of the reader is requested, while 
we illustrate this fact; A fact, which- 
contains much useful instruction, and is 
calculated to cast light upon the subyect 
in controversy. ‘Then said Jesus unto 
them, verily, verily, I say unto you, ext 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 


and drink his blood, ye have no life in you" 
Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my 


son as we do against them. In opposing — 


“Tt is truly amelancholy reflection te 
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stool hath eternal life, and 1 will raise {| Protestants feel authorized to consider 
himup at the last day; for my flesh is || this language as figurative, and. to con- 
meat Indeed, and my blood is drink in- |} strue it in consistency with cummon 
decd, He that eateth my flesh, and || sense. 
drinketh my biood dwelleth in me, and I In reply, the Pupists say, It is, notwith- 
jn him. Asthe living Father hath sent || standing these things, a solemn truth? 
ine, and I live by the Father, so he that || For our Lord says, in the most. decided 
eateth me, even he shall live by. me. || and positive manner, ‘This ismv body: 
‘This is, that bread which cometh down || and my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
from heaven; not-as your fathers did cat |} blood is drink indeed: He that eateth of 
-manna in the wilderness and are dead; \j this bread shall live forever: And ‘ex- 
he that eateth of this bread shall live for- H cept ye eat the flesh and drink the blood 
ever” (John v. 53—58.) ‘These words || of the Son of man, ye have no life in you.’ 
the Papists take in their literal sense; |} This is plain, simple, enqualified lan- 
and contend that we are to drink the real || guage; andthe doctrine must be receiv- 
blood of Christ, in order to obtain eternal |} ed as truth, though it cannot be conceived, 
life. In support of their interpretation, | understood, or comprehended by finite 
ther adduce the declaration of Christ, at|| minds. Itis a mystery; a sacred and 
the institution of the supper ; in which he || glorious mystery. And he, who will not 
expressly says concerning the bread,|| credit it, and receive it as an article of 
«This is my body,’ and ‘this cup is the} the Christian faith, sets up his own rea- 
New ‘Testament in my blood.’ They || soa against divine revelation ; wrests the 
hetice contend thatthe bread and wine,|| striptures in accommodation to his feeble 
used inthe Lord’s supper is converted |; conception; leans to his own understand- . 
into the real body and blood of Christ, || ing; and refuses to bow down tothe word 
whenever and wherever it is properly || of God. Such.a man can be no Chris- 
administered; and that whosoever: eats || tian; he is nota disciple; one whois wilt 
and drinks at the table of the Lord, eats || ling to be taught by Christ ; buta dam- 
‘his real flesh and drinks his real blood.| nable heretic and unbeliever. 
This doctrine is called transubstantiation, |} It is vain for Protestants to urge, that 
or the cohversion of one substance into |! the language is capable of a different in- 
another. terpretation: That we are not to sup- 
“ Many arguments are used by Protes- || pose God has revealed a doctrine, which 
tants to convince them of their stupid er- || is absurd; that God has given us a ra- 
ror. We tell them that their doctrine is |! tional understanding, by the exercise of 
pregnant with the highest absurdities; |} which, with the aid of divine grace, we 
that, if their interpretation be just, then, j are to judge what is the intention and 
when Christ said, ‘This is my body,’ he || meaning of the sacred writers, in the lan- 
must have held his own body in his hand: || guage which they use, that unless we do 
That, ashe ate of that bread, he must |} this, the scriptures may easily be made 
have eaten himself: ‘That, notwith- || to speak any thing, and every thing, how- 
standing he was eaten by himself and dis- || ever inconsistent or contradictory. = 
ciples, his body remained whole and en-|| “No, reply the Papists; Christ’s words 
tire as‘before: That, if their doctrine || are plain. The expressions are simple 
_ betrue, then flour is flesh, and the juice || and definite. They are wholly free from 
of the vegetable grape is human blood: || figure; and we are to receive it as a 
That, then, the fiesh and blood of Christ }| truth, which Christ himself has declared, 
must have been .consumed millions of ||‘‘Thisismy body.’ We know, indeed, 
times, even as often as the supper has ev- || that we cannot comprehend or explain 
er been received: That, then, either!’ it. Sufficient for us, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ must have as many distinct bodies || hath declared it to be a truth. It is a 
as there are different churches where the | mystery, a secret thing, which belongeth 
supper is celebrated; or that the body of |! unto God ; and we have nu right to pry 
Christ must be in a thousand different | into it, or to reason at all about it. The 
-places, at one and thessame time. Hence !! wortd is full of mysteries. Ad that we 
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REVELATION. 


see around us, is, as to the mode or man- 
ner of existence, a perfect mystery; en- 
tirely beyond the human understanding. 
* Why,’ then, ‘ by searching, can find out 
God? Whocan find out the Almighty 
unto perfection?” The ‘mystery’ of the 
doctrine, ought not, therefore, to prev ent 
its reception, 

“ Nay, more. It is a fundamental doc- 
trine, on which rests our eternal life. 
Christ says, ‘Except ye eat the flesh and 
drink the blood of the Son of man, ye 
have no life in you. He only, who eateth 
me shall live by me.”’ And the Apostle 
Paul says, ‘that he, who discerneth not. 
the Lord’s body, eateth and drinketh 
lamnation to himself.’ He, therefore, 
who denies this ‘ holy and blessed mys- 
tery,’ does noi discern the Lord’s body 
and is a damnable heretic and unbeliev- 
er. Hence they consider Protestants to 
be apostates from the faith, and will have 
n® fellowship, or communion with them. 
Yea, when the bread and wine of the 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


ON THE CHARACTER AND MIS- 
SION OF JESUS CHRIST. 


( Concluded from fr. 122 ) 


What Christ did and suffered was in 
obedience to the will of God. In testi- 
mony of this he says thus, “ Not my will, 
but thine be done.” But he had no: idea 
of the necessity of his death as an atone- 
ment or sacrifice for sin to satisfy his Fa- 
ther’s justice. He then taught the wor- 
ship of one God ; yet it has been asserted 
“that he that worshipped the Father 
alone, without God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, was an idolator, for that the 
Father alone was a false Deity.” Mon. 
Reposit. 14.56. 

“ And I saw another angel,” says John, 
“fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting Gosfiel to preach unto them 
that dwelt on the earth, and to every na- 
tion, and kindred, and tongue, and peo- 


Kucharist is carried about their streets, . 
such is the amazing influence of their 


ple.” What was this gospel, which was 


| thus declared to be everlasting ? Was it 


credulous faith, that, if a Protestant hap- 
pens to pass by, refusing to take off his 
hat and bow @own on his knees, in honour 
ot the Lord Jesus, who is supposed to be 
really present, they are filled with hor- | 
ror at his dreadtal impiety ! 
shocked at the in¢ignity which he casts 
upon the Lord of life 

“This is Papacy. It is from this Pro- 
testants have professedly reformed. From 
such Faitu, they have, pro- 
fessedly, madetheirescape. Yet,stranyze 
to tell, in flying from this irrational | 
church, they have brought with them 
some of her gross absurdities ; and, in cr- 
der to support them, the convenient doc- 
trines also of mystery and imfilic’ fuith. |) 
‘They reason against us, as the Papists do 
against them. ‘They make the same out- 
ery. ‘hey pass the same condemna- 
tion.” 


“The smiles of divine favour, with 
which we may be occasionally indulged, 
shonid be considered, not as a compensa- 
tion tor services, but as a corcial we need, | 


to encourage us to press 6» toward the | 

mark set before us; of which, while we 
have any remaining defect, we may be 
sure we are yet short.” 


mankind were called to believe? 


They are 


the doctrine of the, Trinity, satisfaction, 
and outward vicarious atonement, which 
No. 
It was “ Fear God, and give glory to 
Him.” 

Heresy, heresy, is the cry of the self- 
named orthodox, against all who will not 
_ prostrate their reason and common sense, 
| and believe in the doctrines they assert 
to be true. The apostle Paul avowed 
_ himself a heretic before the Jewish coun- 

_ cil, and gloried in the character. “ This 
i confess, that after the way which ere 
| call heresy,” &c. He wasnot orthodox ! 
| What is: orthodoxy ? Jesus Christ was 
not orthodox in his day: his immediate 
: followers were not orthodox in their day ; 
| and unfertunately forthe world, the ad- 
vocates for pure and rational religion, for 
trnth as it isin Jesus, are not ortho- 
'dox in our day. Orthodoxy crucified the 
Lord of Lite, and has written in charac- 
ters of biood the history of his followers, 

Truly has this orthodoxy—this {blind 

reverence for opinions, which were en- 


| gendered in day's of ignorance and bigot- 


ry—truly has it covered the earth with 
darkness, and with gross darkness the 
people. In the miy ds of thousands there 
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still prevails, because the ancient farrers 
thought so, or professed to think—-an un- 


scriptaral notion of the wrath of God —an | 


unfounded idea that he cannot pardon 
transgression without a sacrifice by way 
of atonement—a stil! more absard and in- 
consistent notion that this atonement 
must be performed by an infinite being, 
for sins committed by finite creatures ; 
yet still, marvellous to relate, that this in- 
finite Being must be united to a finite 
creature, and become what is unscrip- 


turally (if not impiously) termed a God- 


man. That the “One God” tock a body, | 


_ he was no longer the Invisible, Incorrup- | 


tible God, but became like to corruptible~ 
things. He assumed guilt; he ceased | 
therefore to be the Holy Lori God. He | 


left his throne ; his reign therefore was | 


atanend. He gave up his lifes where | 


then was He, who only hath immortality ; | 
whom then will ve liken 
shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.’ 
Those who oppose these absurdities | 
and who reject the favourite doctrine of | i 
original depravity, are accused of raising | 
human nature to a dignity it cannot claim 
Bat can therebe any possible mode of | 


raising the dignity of human nature high- | 


the Jight” 


j 


er, than by making it a necessary appen- ° 
dage to Deity, as an auxiliary to its own 


salvation? And can the Architect of the 
Universe be more degraded, than by be- 
ing born of one of this “ cursed race ;” 
and by them “ with wicked hands cruci- 
fied and slain’? ‘Thus runs Moravian 
hymn: 

“ God looked upon the sons of men, 

Saw them a sinful, cursed race, 
_ Perverse, polluted, and unclean.”’ 

But we have dwelt sufficiently long on 
these absurd and anti-scriptural views, 
held by Calvinistic and other self-sivled 
orthodox writers. Time, as it steals 
along, gradually disclosing the radiant 
form of truth, will leave to succeeding 
ages nothing but unspeakable amazement 
that any rational beings could ever have 
reasoned and acted as they have done. 
As Christianity has been indebted for its 
best services to men who have deliberate- 
ly renounced the Calvinistic system, 
there may be, in the opinion of any ration- 
al being, a possibility of that system not 
being altogether pure and perfect. 


“Truth is all important ; and the com- 
plicated systems of theologians must at 
last bow to its decisions, Let us hasten 
| the day of its glorious reien, by a culm 
| and patient attention to that whi¢h lieht- 
eth every man coming into the world; 
| and the more.we examine, and weigh, and 
deliberate with sincere hearts and hum- 
ble minds, the more will we be favoured 
with the dawnings of that licht, before 
which the clouds and mists of error shall 
flee away: the pure radiance of the gos- 


pel will shine over all, and eniighten, and 
warm the soul with that love which - ise 
sues from Christ; the fountain of eternal 
wisdom. But to all this, the prejudices 
of education oppose a powerfyl barrier. 
Ettrenched within the fortress of systenr, 
but little inclination can be exhibited to 
yield a single point which we have heen 
accustomed to hold sacred. Bet truth 
fears no investigation; and if we “ mind 
it will spread through the 
world, and the march of pure and unde- 
filed religion will be irresistivle. The 
cause which is of God shall stand forev- 
er. 
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To Vriends within the comhass of P itia- 
deipthia Yearly Meeting,by John Mori. 


( Concluded from fi. 124.) 
As I passed along, I felt a strong cur- 


rent of love in my mind, toward those ot 


my brethren called Orthodox, particular- 


ly in some places; fully believing there 
are divers of that number who will be 


gathered from among thorns into the hea- 
venly garner. ButI believe that in too 
many of their minds patience has not had 
its perfect work ; for had this been the 
case, they would have waited to hear and 
weigh those doctrines, necessarily declar- 
ed respecting the spiritual body and blood 
of Christ, and not have sat so son in the 
seat of judgment. ; 

Oh! how feelingly have I many times 
as atthe present, desired that all wis- 
dom’s children may gather home to the 
Zion of our God, peaceful 
which is above all strife and com’ ei:tion, 
And you, my dearly brioved sic. ds 


a 
: 
; 
— 
7 
j 
| 
4 
a 
é 
4 
j 
= 
44 
| 
; Sate 
i! 
& 
| 
| i 
| 
> 
i 
3 5 
| 
| 
i 
2, : 


4 
4 


EPISTLE. 


whom L have lately visited in the love of 
Christ with the language of invitation to 


| tothat which attended the pind ofa de- 


voted servant, when, under the baptism’ 


many of you, be willing, I once more en- | of suffering and of refining, he exclaimed, 


treat you, to come out of the vain customs 
of this age of liberty, into the glorious lib- 
erty ofthe children of God. Be notafraid 
to examine for yourselves, nor in self-con- 
fidence be found leaning ov your own tun- 
derstandings; but trust in the Lord, be 
humble, so will the Lord Almighty, 


whose blessing I fervently crave for you, | 


condescend to teach you of his ways, and 
safely guide you by his counsel, which he 
will not withhold from the humble in 
Sneart. The same holy anointing, which 
teacheth all things needful to be Known, 
which originally raised up and gathered 
us to bea peculiar people, because of the 
heavenly doctrines and peculiar testimo- 
nies committed unto us, and designed for 
the nations ; the same divine power, and 
gathering arm of love, is now round about 
to gather the outcasts of Israel and the dis- 


persed of Judah, inclining your minds, in | 


your reflecting moments, and seasons of fa 


“J shall go softly all my days, in the bit- 
terness of my soul.”. Such were his feel- 
| ings, and such are some of yours. But 
, we learn from the sequel, that when this 
dispensation had effected the purpose for 
which it was sent, it was succeeded by 
' another of life and favour, which enabled 
him to adopt this language, “By these 
| things men live, and in all these things is 
the life of my spirit.” He was here giv- 
| en to see, that although chastisements for 
| the present are grievous, yet as they are 

patiently borne, and as the mind is right- 
| ly exercised under them, they continue 
| to deepen usin the root of religion, and 
eventualiv produce those fruits of righte- 
, ousness, the effect of which is quietness 
and assurance forever. ‘Therefore, “ lift 
up thine head in hope, trust in the Lord, 
and do good while it is yet in the power 
of thine hand to do it;” and although 


your when his presence is near, to leave 


the ligt, short-lived pleasures, the indul- | 
rence of the senses, the gratification of the | 
vain mind, to espouse the dignified cause | 


thine enemies may for a season be strong, 
yet know that the Lord is near, “in the 

valley decision,’’ to clothe the mind with | 
such portions of strength and wisdom, as 
finally to give victory over every tempta- 


of virtae and religion, and to offer your- | tion, and every doubt and discourage- 
| 


selves as willing candidates in the Lord's 
cause; so that, in consequence of your 


morning hours having been devoted to his j. 
service, your evenings may be crowned | 


with ripening fruits unto holiness, the 
fee or cud of which is everlasting 
ife. 


O my dear young friends!—bronght 


vingly near to ny best life at this time— 


can the testimony of an unworthy one | 
who has “obtained mercy of the Lord to | 


be faithful”—can the testimony of such 
an one to his adorable goodness and long 
cuffering, be gathered by you as fruits of 


unfeigned love, and as an encouragement / 
to press forward ! Many are the discou- | 


ragements and trials attending the pach- 


way of apprehended duty of some of your | 
number. For this exercised, tribulated | 


class my spirit feels a living travail, that | 
you may be redeemed from every oppres- | 
sive burden under which your minds | 
may for a season Jabour, and under which i 
the mournful language of your spirits 
may flow in a similar channel of feeling } 


ment, ‘Trust then, renewedly “trust in 
- the Lord, and do good, so shalt thou be 
. delivered from ad/ thine enemies, and ver- 
» ily, thou shalt be fed,” 
Such is the language of my spirit to a 
| tribulated number within. your borders, 
to whom is the promise of Divine inspira- 
tion after this manner: “O thou afflict- 
tossed! with the tempest, and not com- 
| forted, beheld 1 will lay thy stones with 
, fair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
sapphires. And I will make thy win- 
| dows of agutes, and thy gates of carbun- 


| cles, anc! ail thy children shall be taught 


' of the Lord, and great shall be the peace | 
thy children. In righteousness shalt 
| thou be established; thou shalt be far 
| 


from oppression, forthou shalt not fear, 
and from terror, for it shall not come near 


thee.” 

J am apprehensive this salutation will 
not be fully received by all to whom it is 
sent, for there are some whom the dis- 
courager hath well nigh castdowh. May 
tliese be wise and take heed; see that 
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they cast not wholly away their confi- 
dence, which, if kept, hath a great recom- 
pense Of reward, “ Because thou hast 
kept the word of my patience, I also will 
keep thee in the hour of temptation.” 
Many too faithless ones there are, who in 
an hour of darkness lose patience, and 
cast away their shield of faith in his sav- 
ing power, as though they had not been 
anointed with oil, and as though they had 
never known the Lord to be gracious. 
**() thou of little faith wherefore didst 
thou doubt?” 
faith was given thee to enable thee to sur- 
mount the waves, and that the casting of 
it from thee, is the only cause of thy sink- 
ing? ‘Then have faith in God, and re- 
member the counsel of experience, as a 
message from heaven to thy doubting 
soul—* Cast not away thy confidence, for 
therein is great recompense of reward.” 
‘Therefore, * be not weary in well doing,” 
which is to bear the turning of his hand 
without fainting, and to walk by faith 
without doubting, “for in due season,” 
not in thine own time, but in his to whom 
the times and seasons are known, “thou 
shalt reap if thou faint not.” 


It is not of him that thou faintest, 
* The great God, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth fainteth not, nor is he weary, 
neither is there any searching of his wn- 
derstanding,” by the feeble scan of mor- 
tal powers. Whaat is it, then, that intro- 


duces the soul into doubt, but the impa- 


tience of the first birth, the undue exer- 
cise of the limited powers of reason on 
subjects which unlimited wisdom alone 
can solve. Come bome, then, thou wan- 


dering mind, wandering in the mazes of 


thine own clouded understanding, which 
thou hast too much leaned on. Be still 
and know that he is God, that he will 
teach his peopie himself, as never man 
taught, as all the powers of reason cannot | 
teach. These cannot give godly patience || 
or inspire thy soul with godly hope and |; 
confidence, when clouds of darkness gath- 
er round thy dwelling. Itis “the Lord 
alone that teacheth thee to profit, and 
leadeth thee ia the way thou shouldst go.” 
He teacheth silence, that all thy reason- 
ings, doubtings, and self-accusations may 
be stilled before him. Wait in this pure 
silence until he himself speak to thy soul. 


Koowest thou not that. 


Thus thou wilt learn that all his gifts and 
dispensations are designed for the per- 
fecting of thy faith and patience, and for 


_ the purification of thy soul. 


I now feel pretty much relieved from an 
exercise which introduced my spirit inte 
a travail with the prisoners of hope, and 
can therefore take leave of you, beloved 
friends of this class, inthe language of a 
»rophet of God to his companions in tri- 
bulation, whose trials were great, but 
whose attention amidst their trials had 
become too much diverted from the ob- 
ject of the saints’ faith and hope, and who 


were thus tenderly commended to a 


renewed increasing attention thereto; 
““Curn ye to the strong hold ye prisoners 
of hope.” And may the God of life, 
peace, and all heavenly consolations be 
with the mourners of Zion, comfort, con- 
sole, and raise up their drooping spirits on 
the wings of faith and love, over all the ov- 
erwhelming wavesof the trials ottime, and 
finally introduce their tribuiated spirits 
into the haven of rest. 

And you my beloved friends, fellow Ja- 
bourers in the gospel and heirs of the 
same hope, whether as ministering spirits 
in word and doctrine, sent forth as ser- 
vants of them who through obedience 
shall be heirs of salvation ; or whether, 
as angels of the churches, ye fill the im- 
portant stations of elders and overseers, 
or in whatever department may be your 
work and service in the Church of God, 
be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might, and strengthen each other's 
hands in the work of our day: a day in 
| which the great head of the church is 


“riding in his excellency on the sky,” ané 
| through the instrumentality of thos¢ 
, “whom he will send,” is opening to the 
| nations, the excellency of the Gospel dis- 
| pensation. And it is very important that 
the living members of the body of Christ, 
| be clothed with his spirit, even with the 
| “whole armour of light;” forasthemem- 
| bers of this body clothe themselves with 
the armour of the darkness of human wis~ 
dom, fruits of darkness are the product, 
and spiritual death the end, Hence the 
apostacies in former ages and churches, 
and hence the deep degeneracy of ours. 


e, and 
because of which great Weakness has 


Another fruitful source of diseas 
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prevailed and is prevailing, is he very, 
ardent pursuit of the good things of this 
present life. Through an undue _attach- 
ment to these temporal blessings, the 


eternal interest of the souls of many, isleft | 


asa secondary consideration ; and would 
it not be.a cause: of discouragement, 
should this mark of the beast, the love of 
ease and sensual things, be scen impress- 
ed upon the forelieads and in the right 
hands of such as by their stations are 
standing in the tore front of the battle. 


tie that maketh his angels. spirits, and 


his ministers a flaming fire, cannot be 


. honoured by the work of polluted hands. 


There is a great need that many in our 
society, and some in the first stations, 
should ‘be awakened to a sense of the pu- 
rity of that God, about whose altar they 
are professedly serving, lest through 
carelessness their hands become defiled, 
and polluted offerings be offered. “1 will 
wash my hands in innocency, so will J 
compass thine altar,O Lord.” 


Jesus reminded his followers of the im- | 


possibility of serving God and mammon at 
thesametime. Andalthough weare mak- 
ing a higher profession than any other 


denomination, yet it isa lamentable truth, | 


that after the example of a people for- 
merly, with ail our professed spirituality, 
we are sacrificing our sons and our daugh- 
ters to Moloch. And so very numerous 
are these sacrifices that our horders are 
exceedingly thinned, and the empire of 
desolation is already set up over some of 
our once large and flourishing meetings. 
These well known evidences of theeffects 
of a worldly spirit, should be timely ad- 
mitted as waruings to us, my beloved 
friends, and as renewed incitements to 
such as are set as watchmen on the walls, 
faithfully to discharge their duty, that 
the blood of others be not required at 
their hands. 

And when we take into view the short- 
ness of time, and reficct, that in a few 
more revolving seasons our conflicts will 

. be over, and that the silence of eternal 
repose will reign over the present mili- 
tants, how awfully important is it our 
work be going on with the day, and that 
our lights be so kept burning, that those 
who are looking towards Zion from the 
highways and hedges, may not want for 


way marks to guide their wandering feet, 
For truly there are many up and down, 


} like sheep. scattered on the mountains 


without a shepherd. So outward are the 
preaching and doctrines among the va- 
rious denominations—so much. pomting 
to books, to outward manifestations, and 
offerings, that many sincere minds are at 
a loss in their inquiries after truth, being 
often answered by a multitude of words 
without the true knowledge, by which 
the pure counsel of truth is darkened. 
Come then, my friends and fellow pro- 


_tessors of the same holy religion, fellow 


travellers through a state of probation ia 
which we have been wisely placed, sub- 
ject to trials and temptations, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord; so will many 
shine forth in the kingdom of the Father, 
as stars of the first magnitude in the fir- 
mament of his glory and power. 

I now feel a few words of salutation 
to the rising generation, for the pre- 
sent and eternal well being of whom it 
has been my lot, for years, often to feel.a 
deep and tender interest. Youlive ina 
day of much inquiry, and examination ot 
divers reputed doctrines of the Christian 
religion, And the more these have been 
investigated, the more it hath appeared 
that the delegated sons and daughters of 
the morning, faithful valiants in the cause 
of truth, in the work of real reformatioa, 
have fallen short of the standard of per- 
fection in doctrinal truths. And notwith- 
standing light has gradually shined over 
much of the darkness of apostacy, the 
present is but the twilight of the morn- 
ing to the militant church, and she still 
remains to be clothed with many unex- 
perienced doctrines, which, were they 
true in themselves, are nevertheless false 
in the mouths of such as know them not. 
To have a mere distorical or traditional 
belief of God and Christ, and be dead as 
to living, experimental knowledge, will 
not give life, but experimentally to know 
God and Christ is life. 

It appears that most of the Babel build- . 
ers of the different ages, have laid the 
foundation of their religious structures 
on the experience and testimony of some 
that have gone before them, and have 
exercised themselves in systematizing 
unexperienced doctrines, and ia forming 
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them into creeds, which, to the sunerfi- 
cial observer, have the appearance of the 
true cement of the church of Christ, yet, 
wanting its nature, they cannot bind to- 
gether in permanent harmony. The 
‘uniting love of God is the alone durable 
cement of our religious structures, whe- 
ther as individuals or churches; as no- 
thing but the grace, wisdom, and power 
of God can build up in the knowledge of 


himself. This placed man in Eden, and 


this alone can preserve him there. This 


jsthe salt of the covenant, keeping in 


sweetness and order the children of peace. 


‘Thus is the true church built up of living 


stones, and bound together by the love of 
God. These need nothing of human in- 
vention with which to rear their building 
-—the work of their own hands they have 
to cease from—the stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, hath become to 
them a mountain of holiness, hath filled 
their souls and overcome all earthly 
tnindedness. The language of these has 
not been confounded, nor their works 
frustrated ; their kingdom has not been 
left to other people. 

Behold, my beloved young friends! see 
the beauty, permanency, and safety of 


-this structure, this strong hold of the sons 


and daughters of Zion! Here is the 
building of God, a house not made with 
hands; the church of the first born; that 
city of equal dimensions, the heavenly Je- 
rusalem, descending from God, and light- 
ed by the presence of his own glory. 
Under these animating prospects, and 
having before you the great pattern of 
perfection, his holy apostles and prophets, 
and many servants of latter ages, for an 
example of faithful perseverance through 
trials and temptations, in keeping the law 
of your God and the word of his patience 
you will experience the perfection of 
beauty, in which God shineth out of Zion, 
to clothe your spirits, become your in- 
vincible armour, and the sun and _ shield 
of your day. Howclear and forcible is 
the language of invitation through my 
soul to you at this time, to “ come up hith- 
er and behold the bride, the Lamb’s wife,” 
the redeemed church, that holy city 
whose wails are salvation, and whose 
gates are praise. The holy, preserving 
power of God is felt to be round about. as 


walls of salvation, and gratitude to him 
for his multiplied mercies, are its gates 
of praise. Come up then, through steps 
of obedience, to those heavenly mansions 


‘prepared for you ; and’here abiding, your 


goodness will not be like the goodness of 
Ephraim, as the morning cloud and ear- 
ly dew that passeth scon away, but as a 
crown of glory, and a ciadem of beauty, 
unto many of the house of Israel. 

Very near are many of my absent 
friends brought to my feelings at this 
time, with desires that the aged may be 
supported by the invisible, sustaining arm, 
in patience through tne few tridbuiated 
steps appointed them in time,so will an 
eternal inheritance in a glorious immor- 
taJity be ere long entered upon. Oh! my 
endeared friends, hold on your way in 
faith and fortitude unto the end,as here- 
by an encouraging testimony will be held 
forth to your younger brethren and sis- 


‘ters, to. the sufficiency of his grace. 


Greater encouragement hath my soul 
never ‘witnessed throngh any outward 
testimony, than that of the holy, harmiess 
undefiled lives of dear aged iriencs, who 
having overcome the world, have come 
to an establishment as pillars tm his hcuse 


no more to go out. 
May the Lord Almighty strengthen 


your spirits in every hour of trial and 
conflict, when that life which is soon to 
be yours in eternally perceptive posses- 
sion, may at times be hidden from you. 
And may those, who are at present ani- 
mated by the beams of a meridian sun. 
see that their days work be going on with 
passing time. The work of truth and 
righteousness in the earth is a great work 
in which we are called to labour. And 
may our faithfulness to the light of our 
day be such, that the men of Ninevah, 
and the queen of the south, nations or 
ages of less light and knowledge, may 
not rise above us in the scale of obedience, 
to our condemnation. 


Be strong then and labour—yea put on 
strength, O arm of the Lord! seeimg the 
harvestisgreat. Ungatherec aamemsare. 
waiting, like ripening harvests, to bewatth- 
ered trom the confusion of aii 
ing, the confouuded languge: 
perimental doctrines, to the gt amd 
knowledge of God in their sons. 
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Great is the work of our day, and great. 
our accountability for a faithful discharge | 


of duty, in a declaration of the truths of 
God, committed to his. delegated shep- 
herds for his flock. And if. the present 
promulgators ofthe gospel, or messen- 
gers ot God and angels of the churches, 
are faithful in declaring the messages of 
his will, and the work of reformation go 
on, tu the redemption of the people from 
all the doctrines of darkness, from all the 
vain customs, and from every defilement 
of this world’s spirit, the gentiles will ere 
long be more generally gathered to the 
light of the Lord, and kings to the bright- 


ness of its rising; the desolating sword of. 


contending nations will be sheathed in 
peace, and the kingdom of the Messiah 
set up over the “ abomination of desola- 
tion,” which not onlv prevails in remote 
regions, but is still waving its banners ov- 
er the enlightened nations of Christendom. 
May the Lord cut short the work in righ- 
teousness, in the restitution of all things 
the state of the nations can bear, that the 
darkness of superstition aud traditional 
religion may be dispelled, and the light 
of truth shine forth over all nations, as 
the morning beams of another “day of 
the son of man.” 
JOHN MOTT. 
Rensellaerville N. Y.12 Me, 1827. 


Extract from a sermin of Elias Hicks’, 
delivered at Darby, 11th Mo. 15, 1826. 


We read that “the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehend- 
eth it not”: and it is a sorrowful thing 
that it is so much so, that, although this 
light shines in darkness, there are too 
many that are unwilling that the soul 
should be regulated by it. ‘Therefore it 
is these that Antichrist makes use of as 
the accusers of the brethren. And they 
cannot help but he so, poor creatures! 
There isnoother way for them to act, 
without they would be willing te turn to 
the light and gather intoit. But for the 
want of this, the scriptures are a sealed 
book. And instead of being useful, it be- 
comes a curse to them while they are 
determined to put their own construc- 


| ness, And theré are those wno assert, 


that I disbelieve the scriptures, and that 
I undervalue them! Butthere is not a 
greater falsehood expressed among man- 

kind! And] will assure you, my friends, 
that what I say is truth. I have loved 
the scriptures of truth from my youth; I 
have delighted in reading them; and per- 
haps there are none who have read them 
more than myself. And, I presume, ac- 
cording to my knowledge, no man has re- 
ceived more advantage than J have, and 
continue to have, from reading them. 
And Iam at this time convinced, that 
wherever I have been called to be a 
mouth for the Lord, in the line of the gos- 
pel ministry, I need not make this apolo- 
gy or declaration. No individual ever 
brought forth more scripture to prove 
their doctrines, than I have when. undet 
the influence of divine love and truth, that 
gave forth the scriptures. Divine Wis- 
dom knowing the state of the people, 
that they would hardly receive my doc- 
trines unless confirmed by scripture tes- . 
timony, here immediately, without the 
necessity of secking for it, a passage 
would rise up in consonance with my as- 
sertion or declaration. And I appeal to 
the people, where my lot has been cast, 
if ithas not been my case. Then what 
infatuation to say, that I undervalue the 
scriptures! No, my friends, I do not un- 


| dervalue the scriptures of truth; but I 


fee] it a duty to set them in the right place, 
and I dare not set them above it. For if 
I dothis, I shall offend my Creator—I 
shall offend against that light which is my 
faith and my governing principle, and in 
which I feel peace with God, and with 
the children of men every where. For 
it is declared in the scriptures, “If a man’s 
ways please the Lord, he will make all 
his enemies be at peace with him ;” and 


I feelitto be so. In all the adversaries 
that I have met with, I still feel at peace 
with all these, and with all the children 
of men. Let them be enemies to me as 
much as they can, they cannot make me 
anenemy tothem: therefore the declara- 
tion is true, that ifa man’s ways please 
the Lord, he will make all his enemies 
the same as friends to him. Therefore, 


, when they asperse me, they become as a 


tjon upon them : it keeps them in dark- -' help meet to me, which I do with thank- 
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fulness to God acknowledge. For it may 
be a watchword to me, though it come 
from even the most hai‘dy sinners. I feel 
hothing inimical rise up in my heart to- 
ward them. Thev cannot break my 
peace, nor is it disturbed by ‘it ; neither 
do I regard their evil reports or good re- 


ports; for have nothing to do, but to | 


mind my leader, and to obey the light 
which speaks peace to my soul. I never 
dare lay my head down to go to rest, un- 
til Ihave consulted respecting the actions 
of the day, and feel approved of God: for 
1 consider it a great presumption to lie 
down to sleep without knowing our peace 
made with our Creator ; for how many 
are taken away in their sleep, and how 
very uncertain is life. ‘Therefore, could 
I dare goasleep till I feel peace with my 
God, and with all my fellow-creatures? 
No. I dare not doit. And I speak it not 


boastingly, for I am a poor unworthy || 


creature, a worm andro man. I speak 
these things for your encouragement, and 
let it reston your minds, and improve 
the time that you have: and let not a mo- 
ment pass which you may be improving. 
I feel it in my own experience. I do not 
preach these things as: mere idle tales, 
but asthe things mine eyes have seen 
mine ears heard, and my hands handled. 
These I declare unto you, that your faith 
may be increased, and that you may be 
encouraged in the way of salvation, look- 
ing to the Lord—remembering that he 
who improves his one talent rightly, will 
be as acceptable as he that has five. 


From Barelay’s Catechism fr. 20. 


Of the new birth, the inward appearaace 
of Christ in Spirit, and the unity of the 
saints with him. 

Q. Doth Christ promise then to come 
again to his disciples ? 

A. I will not leave you comfortless; I 
will come again unto you. 

Q. Was this only aspecial promise to 
these disciples ? or is it not the common 
privilege of the saints? 

A. For thus saith the high and lofty 
One, that inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy 
place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and Humble spirit, 8c. 


| 


For ye are the temple of the living God 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them 
and walk in them. 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, 
if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and sup with 
him, and he with me. 


Q. Doth the apostle Paul speak of the 
Son of-God being revealed in him? 

A. But, when it pleased God, who sep- 
arated me from my mother’s womb, and 
called me by his grace, to reveal his son 
in me, that I might. preach him among 
the heathen. 

Q. Is it needful then to know Christ 
within ? 

A. Examine yourselves whether ye be 
in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be. rep- 
robates ? 

Q. Was the apostle earnest, that: this 
inward birth of Christ should be brought 


| forth in any ? 


A. My little children, of whom I tra~ 
vail in birth again, until Christ be form- 
ed in you. 

Q. What saith the same apostle, of 
the necessity of this inward knowledge of 
Christ, and of the new creature beyond 
the outward ? 

A. Wherefore, henceforth know we no 
man after the flesh ; yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more. 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature; old things are passed 
away, behold all things are become new. 


But ye have not so learned Christ; if 
so be that ye have heard him, and have 


been taught by him, as the truth is in Je- 


sus: that ye put off, concerning the for- 
mer conversation, the old man which is 
corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts ; 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind ; 
and that ye put onthe new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. 


Q. is this Christ within, the mystery 
of God and hope of glory, which the apes- 
tle preached ? 

A. To whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this mys- 


i tery among the Gentiles; which is, Christ 
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RUTH, 

in you the hope of glory, whom we | it abide in the vine, no more'can ye, cx- 
preach. | cept ye abide inme: Iam the vine, ye 


Q. Doth the apostle any where else 
press the putting on of this new birth ? 

A. Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Q. Doth he write to any of the saints, 


as having put off the old, and put on the 


new man? 

A. For as many of you as have been 
oaptised into Christ, have put on Christ. 

Seeing that ye have have put off the 
old man with his deeds, and have put on 
the new man, which is renewed in knowl- 
edge after the image of him that created 
him. 

Q. What speaketh Christ himself, of 
the necessity of this new birth ? 

A. Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

Q. Of what seed cometh this birth ? 

A. Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth forever. 

Q. What doth the apostle Paul witness 
oft himself concerning this new life ? 

A. Iam crucified with Christ, never- 
theless I live; yet not J, but Christ liveth 


mime. 


Q. What is the preaching of the cross. 


of Christ ? 

A. For the preaching of the cross is to 
them that perish, foolishness ; but unto 
ws that are saved, it is the power of God. 

Q. What effect hath this cross in the 
apostle? And how much preferreth he 
the new creature, to all outward and visi- 
Ble ordinances and observances? 

A. But God forhnd that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and J unto the world: For in Jesus 
Christ neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, mor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature. 

Q. What speaketh Christ of the unity 
of the saints, with him ? 

A. At that day ye shall know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I 
in you. 

Abide in me, and I m you; as the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 


are the branches; he that abideth in mc, 
and TI in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit; for without me ye can do 
nothing. 

Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which believe in me throug! 
their word : that they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us, that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent 
me. And the glory which thou gavest 
me, I have given them, that they may be 
one, even as we are one: I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one, and that the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them as thou hast loved me. 

Q. What saith the Apostle Paul to this 
purpose ? 

A. For both he that sanctifies, and they 
that are sanctified, are all of one; for: 
which cause he is not ashamed to call 
them brethren. 

What saith the apustle Peter ? 

A. Whereby are given unto us, ex- 

ceeding great and precious promises, that 


| by these you might be partakers of the 


divine nature, having escaped the’ cor- 
ruption that is in the world threugh lust. 


TRUTH. 


Men are more readily contented with 
no intellectual light than with a little; 
and wherever they have been taught to 
acquire some knowledge in order to 
please others, they have most generally 
gone on, to acquire more, toplease them~ 
selves. “So far shalt thou go, but no 
farther,” is as inapplicable to wisdom as 
tothe wave. The fruit of the tree of 
knowledge may stand in the garden, un- 
desired only so long as it be untouched ; — 
but the ntoment it is tasted, all prohibi- 
tion will be vain. The present is an age 
of inquiry, and truth is the real object of — 
many—the avowed object ofall. But as 
truth can neither be divided against her- 
self, nor rendered destructive of herself, 
as she courts investigation, and solicits in- 
quiry, it follows that her worshippers 
must grow with the growth, strengthen © 
with the strength, and improve with the © 
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INTEMPERANCE. 149 


advancement of knowledge. “ Quieta ne. 


novele,’ isa sound maxim for a rotten 
cause. But there isanobler maxim from 
a higher source, which enjoins usto try all 
things, hold fast that whichis good. ‘The 
day is past when custom could procure 
acqiiescence ; antiquity, reverence; or 
power, obedience to error; and, although 
error, and that of the most bold and dan- 
gerous kind, has‘her worshippers in the 
very midst of us, yet it is simply and sole- 
iy because they mistake error for truth. 
Show them their error, dnd the same 
power that would in vain compel them 
now to abjure it, would then as vainly be 
exerted in compelling them to. adore it. 
But as nothing is more turbulent and un- 


_ manageable than a half enlightened pop- 


ulation, it is the duty, no less the interest 
of those who haye begun to teach the peo- 
ple to reason, to see that they use that 
reason aright; for. understanding, like 
happiness, is far more generally diffused, 
than the sequestered scholar would ei- 
ther concede. or imagine. I have often 
observed this in the uneducated, that 
when once another can give them true 
premises, they will then draw tolerably 
fair conclusions for themselves. But as 
nothing is more mischievous than a man 
that is half intoxicated, so nothing is more 
dangerous than a mind that is halfinform- 
ed. It is this semi-scientific description 
of intellect, that has organized those bold 


attacks made, and still making upon | 


Christianity. The extent and sale of in- 
famous publications is beyond all exam- 
ple and belief. ‘This intellectual poison 
is circulating through the lowest rami- 
fications of society ; for it is presumed, 
that if the roots can be rendered rotten, 
the towering tree must fall. The man- 
ufacture is well suited for the market, 
and the wares to the wants. These pub- 
lications are put forth with a degree of 
flippant vivacity that prevents them from 
being dull,at the same time that they 
profess to be didactic, while their grand 
and all pervading error liestoodeep to be 
detected by superficial observers; for 
they draw somewhat plausible conelu- 
sions, from premises that are false, and 
they have to do with a class of readers 
that concede to them the “ fetitio rine 
pii,” without even kuowing that it has 


been asked. It would seem that even 
the writers themselves are not always 
aware of the baseness and hollow ground 
upon which the foundation of their reason 
rests. If indeed their conduct did always 
arise from ignorance, rather than from 
insincerity, we, as Christians, must feel 
more inclined to persuade than to pro- 
voke them, and to hold the torch of truth 
to their minds, rather than the torch of 
persecution to their bodies. In the nine- 
teenth century, we would not recommend 
the vindictive and dogmatic spirit of a 
Calvin, nor the overbearing and violent 
temper of a Luther, but that charity 
“which is not easily firovoked,” shining 
forth in the mild and accessible demean- 
our of an Erasmus,that would convinee, 
in order to conciliate, rather than convict, 
in order to condemn. It is for these who 
thrive by the darkness, to hurl their ana- 
themas against the diffusion of light; but 
wisdom, like a pure and bright conductor, 
can render harmless the “drutum ful- 
men” of the Vatican. 
march of intellect, because we know that 
a reason that is cultivated, is the best sup- 
port ofa worship that is pure. “The tem- 


ple of truth, like the indestructible pillar 


of Smeaton, is founded on a rock; it tri- 
umphs over the tempest, and enlightens 
those very billows that impetuously but 
impotently rush on to overwhelm it.” 


Lacon. 


INTEMPERANCE. 
( Concluded from fr. 126.) 


In whatever light we view this subject, 
whether we consider the nature of our 
constitutions; our feeble resources against 
the force of this herculean malady when 
once established, or the dictates of uni- 
versal experience, we must be convinced 
that our only security lies IN PREVEN- 
tron. This consists in avoiding all the 


+ causes and incentives that lead to the use 


of ardent spirits. ‘To these causes which- 
l have already mentioned, may be added 
the pernicious custom of handing it out 
tofriends and visiters; and the introduc- 
tion of school beoks, 
poets, that paint in fasemating celours the 
pleasures of the bowl. In the place of 
these should be substituted such authors, 
as describe the effects of the use of spir- 
itcous and vinous pétetion omthegenstitu- 
tion ; us the bloated face, the 
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‘ulty, whose peculiar duty it is to 


‘the shape of toddy and tinctures. 
ther is the share of responsibility small 
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nose, the gouty limb, the schirrous liver, 
the palsied ffame, and the noble mind 
stimulated to madness, or sunk into idiot- 
ism. 

But it is the indifference, and oftea the 


favourable light in which the sober part | 


of society have been accustomed to view 
these pernicious customs, and what is 
called the temperate, or prudefit use of 


all other causes to the extension of intem- 
perance and drunkenness. Were this 
pone of the community to abjure this 

atal error, and toteach by example as 
well as precept, that where the use of al- 
cohol begins, whether in the form of dis- 
tilled or fermented liquors, there security 
ends; that there is, in short, no middle 
road to temperance :—a reform would in 
all probability be effected in that class, 
where so many victims are destroyed. 
This important truth cannot be too much 
insisted on: that the moment we trans- 
gress the bounds prescribed by the Au- 
thor of nature, that moment we launch 
eur frail bark intoa stormy sea, strewed 
with numerous sand-banks, to escape 
which more skill is required than falls to 
the lot of the generality of mortals. 

But on this point, “ we have all sinned, 
and fallen short”——Even the Medical fac- 
uard 
this sacred boundary, are not clean hand- 
ed. In the modern practice of medicine, 
ardent spirits might, and ought to be dis- 
pensed with, in a majority of the cases in 
which they are prescribed, and a cure ef- 
facted, and that too, more certainly, by 
wine and such stimulants of which alco- 
hol does not form a component part. 
Thousands have acquired a destructive 
appetite for ardent spirits, by their use, 
under the sanctiou of age int 

€l- 


that weighs on our Legislatures, ‘in ne- 
giecting to lay such restrictions upon 
them as would diminish their consump- 
tion. Our judges also, sully the purit 
ef their Ermin, in granting licences, with 
little or no discrimination, to retailers, 
and often in despite of remonstrances 
against it. And lastly, those who are 
girt with the linen Ephod in every sect 
in Christendom, have a wide field open 
before them, for active labour—Have 
they “called a solemn assembly,” and 
sanctified afast? Are not their mem- 
bers in the practice of retailing this de- 
structive poison, and thus contributing to 
read the wide wasting pestilence? 
ut there is one common source of weak- 
ness pervading all classes, more or less: 


H 


We are addicted to what is absurdly call. 
ed the “ prudent” use of ardent or vinous 
liquors: and until those who are now cry - 
ing out against the abuse of them, wash 


cu 
ardent spirits, that has operated beyond | ioe 


their hands of this practice, they will 
nage down, they will labour in vain. 

he most severe laws were enacted 
against intemperance by Solon, and Ly- 
This vice is said to have been 
unknown tothe Romans, during the Re- 
public. The Saracens, the Carthagi- 
nians, and other heathen natiéns abstained 
from the use of wine. Itis forbidden in 
the Koran of Mahomet: Yet, intem- 
| perancé;—shall we name it—is the cry- 
ng sin of Christendom ! 

n the thirteenth century, ardent spir- 
its were unknown in England, and the use 
of wine was confined to the prescription 
Of the physician. “At the present day,” 
says an English writer, “there is no busi+ 
ness of moment transacted in these is- 
lands without a libation to Bacchus. It 
prevails among the peers of the realm, 
and down to the parish committee. 

The same pernicious custom prevails, 
to acertain extent, throughout our own 
country. 


Errattum.—In our last number a very 
important error escaped our notice. In 
. 122, first column, 18th line from the 
ttom, for “{ he orthodox say that the 
Saviour of the world’’ &c. read “ The or- 
thodox say that the Saviour of the world 
was crucified: theysay”&e. 
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